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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, US, SHUM 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA COMMENTATOR CRITICIZES PRESIDENT ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE SHCHARAN SKIY AND 
GINZBURG TRIALS, PRAVDA JULY 11 CARRIES ARTICLE BY 
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT KOLESNICHENKO WHICH, IN 
PASSING, HITS HARD AT PRESIDENT CARTER FOR TALKING 
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
WHILE DOING NOTHING ABOUT WILMINGTON 10 AND JOHN 
HARRIS CASES IN U.S. UNDER HEADLINE "WHITE 
HOUSE KEEPS ITS SILENCE," KOLESNICHENKO LEADS 
WITH GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF HARRIS AWAITING HIGHER 
COURT RULING IN ALABAMA DEATH CELL ON ALLEGEDLY 
TRUMPED-UP MURDER CHARGE, "A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF 
JUDICIAL HYPOCRISY AND VIOLENCE TO HUMAN RIGHTS." 

HE THEN SCORES WILMINGTON 10 PROCESS, AMONG OTHER 
CHARGES, QUOTING U.S. SUPPORTER TO EFFECT THAT THE 
AUTHORITIES PAID SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR FALSE 
TESTIMONY. REFERRING TO PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT THAT 
LATTER CASE LIES WITHIN COMPETENCE OF NORTH 
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CAROLINA GOVERNOR, KOLESNICHENKO EXPRESSES WONDERMENT 
THAT THE PRESIDENT CAN SPEAK ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS ELSEWHERE, "COMMENT ABOUT DECISIONS OF 
JUDICIAL ORGANS LOCATED THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM THE 
U.S., AND CONSIDER "IMPOSSIBLE" INTERFERENCE IN 
CASES OF AN AMERICAN STATE." 
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2. PRAVDA'S CORRESPONDENT GOES ON THAT, ACCORDING 
TO U.S. PRESS SOURCES, ONE REASON THE PRESIDENT HAS 
ADOPTED A POSTURE OF NON-INTERFERENCE WITH REGARD TO 
THE WILMINGTON 10 CASE IS THAT SENATOR MORGAN OF NORTH 
CAROLINA WAS STATE'S ATTORNEY GENERAL WHEN THE TRIAL 
WAS INITIATED. MORGAN HAS SINCE PROMISED THE PRESI- 
DENT POLITICAL SUPPORT IN EXCHANGE FOR NON-INTERFERENCE, 
SUPPORT WHICH IS IMPORTANT CONSIDERING THE PRESIDENT'S 
DECLINE OF POPULARITY IN THE SOUTH AS EVIDENCED BY 

THE LATEST POLLS. KOLESNICHENKO CONCLUDES HIS 
DISCUSSION OF THE TWO CASES BY STATING THAT THE 
FATE OF THESE "AND MANY OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS 
OF AMERICA IS EVIDENCE OF THE CLEAR VIOLATION OF 
'HUMAN RIGHTS' IN THE U.S., AND THE MANIFESTATION 
OF THE HYPOCRISY OF THOSE WHO LOOK FOR VIOLATIONS 
OF THESE RIGHTS ABROAD AND FORGET ABOUT THEM AT 
HOME." 

3. COMMENT: THE SOVIET PRESS HAS BEEN RAKING OVER 
THE HARRIS AND WILMINGTON 10 CASES FOR SOME MONTHS. 

THE ATTACK ON THE PRESIDENT'S MOTIVATION IN THE 
HARRIS CASE IS, HOWEVER, A NEW ELEMENT. THE TIMING 
OF THE ARTICLE (IT IS CARRIED ON PAGE FOUR OF THE 
PRAVDA ISSUE WHICH REPORTS ON ITS BACK PAGE THE 
BEGINNING OF THE SHCHARANSKIY TRIAL) AND THE DIRECT 
CRITICISM OF THE PRESIDENT IS UNDOUBTEDLY LINKED 
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TO THE FIRM STATEMENTS BEING MADE IN WASHINGTON ON 
THE SHCHARANSKIY -GINZBURG TRIALS. WE CAN EXPECT 
MORE SUCH ARTICLES. MATLOCK 
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